Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 6, 2016

Salesian Perspective
We have just heard Jesus tell us a very familiar
story – a story of arrogance, foolishness, loss, and
humility; a story of love which forgives and
celebrates; a story of anger, hurt pride and
invitation to learn.
The father stands at the center of the story – a
person filled with unconditional love. The father is
willing to give all to his children. The younger son
presumes on his father’s generosity and then
foolishly wastes what he’s been given. His father is
waiting patiently for him to come to his senses and
runs out to embrace him when he returns. The
father’s all-embracing love is capable of accepting
his son in all his foolishness and welcoming him
home with a party.
The older son is angry at his brother’s return and
hurt that his father is so generous with someone so
foolish. What he’s seeing simply isn’t fair. We’re
told that his father comes out of the party and we
hear him invite his son to grow – to learn to see
with his father’s eyes, with the eyes of love.
It’s probably easy for us to identify with the
younger son. There have been times when we have
arrogantly and foolishly chosen to have our own
way and we’ve experienced our own disasters in
the process. How generous our God has been with
his forgiveness!
We might even find ourselves in the place of the
older son. We try so hard to be faithful and watch
as others live as they want. It’s doesn’t seem fair
that forgiveness is so free. What about us who try
so hard?
The point of Jesus’ story is that we are invited to
take the place of the father. We’re invited to
discipline ourselves to love unconditionally. We’re
invited to discipline ourselves to forgive
unconditionally because that’s what love does.
We’re invited to discipline ourselves not to make
judgments about others. Love accepts each person
where he or she is at the moment. We’re invited to
learn to trust that our efforts to love are pleasing to
God. Our God is always loving us unconditionally,
and everything God has is ours.
Jesus never tells us the ending of the story. Perhaps

that is our invitation. Are we willing to come in and
join the celebration? Are we willing to discipline
ourselves to love as our Father loves us?
Rev. Michael S. Murray, OSFS, is the Executive
Director of the De Sales Spirituality Center

TAIZÉ LENTEN PRAYER SERVICE
AN ECUMENICAL AND CONTEMPLATIVE
WORSHIP CONSISTING OF MEDITATIVE
SINGING, LITURIGICAL READING AND
PERIODS OF SILENCE.
“NOTHING IS MORE CONDUCTIVE TO A
COMMUNION WITH THE LIVING GOD
THAN A MEDITATIVE COMMON PRAYER WITH, AS IT’S
HIGH POINT, SINGING THAT NEVER ENDS AND THAT
CONTINUES IN THE SILENCE OF ONE’S HEART WHEN
ONE IS ALONE AGAIN”
Brother Roger of TAIZÉ
JOIN US, FOR A PEACEFUL HOUR OF PRAYER,
TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2016 AT 7:00 PM

Bilingual Stations of the Cross
VIA CRUCIS
Wednesdays during Lent at 5:30 pm.
Fr Fred will hold the BI-LINGUAL
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
~ COMMUNITY LENTEN DINNERS ~
Wednesday evenings everyone on
Hatteras Island is invited to “OLS
LENTED SUPPER” We are
serving soups & bread. Starting at
6:00 pm thru 7:30 pm. Come
together as "one community" where
we can share our cultural soups & fellowship. It is
Open to ALL of our Hatteras Island Community &
it’s FREE- Come join us. Interested in making one of
your homemade soups, please contact:
Claudia @ 252-995-6662 (English)

Our Stewardship Weekend 3/6/2016
Buxton
Spanish Ocracoke
Offertory
$ 511.00 $ 116.00
cancelled
Debt Reduction $ 650.00
Attendance
116
23
Principal Balance as of 1/30/2016 ~ $217,040.50

We need volunteers for our
Masses. If you know you can help
to assist at the Mass please step up.
Thank you.

ROSE - Subdued Joy

Music for the Liturgy at 9:00 am

Pope Innocent III (1198-1216) was first to
formalize the usage of colors for holy
vestments. This rare ROSE tint conveys
muted joy in a time of prayer, and is worn
only twice during the year – the third
Sunday of Advent (the season preceding
Christmas) and the fourth Sunday of Lent (a
period of penance before Easter).

Processional: # 676 Lift Up Your Hearts
Psalm Response: "Taste and see the goodness of the
Lord."
Gospel Acclamation: "Praise and honor; honor and
glory; glory to you, Lord, Jesus Christ." (# 11)
Offertory: # 615 Amazing Grace
Communion: # 342 Turn to Me
Recessional: # 639 There's a Wideness in God's Mercy

Explaining the Catholic Faith
TODAY… Fr Fred will continue
with the program of Explaining
the Catholic Faith. It will take
place at the rectory following the
9 am Mass. There will be a CD
presentation followed by a
discussion. All are welcomed
even if you did not participate in any of the last
episodes.

WHAT IS A JUBILEE YEAR?
A Jubilee Year is when the Catholic Church across
the world takes approximately a year to focus on
forgiveness and healing in a special way. Catholics
are encouraged to join together in prayer, go to
confession, and share the genius of Catholicism
with others.
The purpose of a Jubilee Year is to help people
grow spiritually, strengthen their faith, and
encourage works of service, and to promote unity
within the Catholic Church and society in general.
The last Jubilee Year was in 2000, called for by
Pope Saint John Paul II.
The Jubilee Year was inaugurated 700 years ago.
Today is the 29th time that we celebrate the jubilee,
“Jubilee with the Year of Mercy”.
WITH THE JUBILEE COMES THE DOOR!
So that the faithful throughout our Diocese may
make a pilgrimage more locally during the Jubilee,
Bishop Burbidge has designated 4 other churches
as places of pilgrimage with a designated Holy
Door. The 4 total locations of There are 4 parishes
in the Diocese…
 Basilica Shrine of St Mary, Wilmington
 Mother of Mercy, Washington
 Our Lady of Guadalupe, Newton Grove
 Sacred Heart Cathedral, Raleigh

Reading for today’s Mass are found in the
Glory & Praise at number 766
1st Reading ~ Joshua 5:9a, 10 – 12
2nd Reading ~ 2 Corinthians 5:17 – 21
Gospel Reading ~ Luke 15:1 – 3, 11 – 32
~ Mass Schedule ~
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 8:30 am
Friday 4:00 pm (Ocracoke)
Saturday 6:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Sunday 6:00 pm (Spanish)
MASS ON OCRACOKE MAY TEMPORARYLY BE
SUSPENDED DUE TO WEATHER. PLEASE CALL
252.995.6370

Sacrament of Penance
Pope Francis writes, “Let us

place the Sacrament of
Reconciliation at the center once
more in such a way that it will enable people to
touch the grandeur of God’s mercy with their
own hands. For every penitent, it will be a
source of true interior peace.”
Fr Fred will minister to the Sacrament of
Reconciliation on Saturdays, starting at 4:45 pm,
to provide sufficient opportunities for the faithful
to receive the grace of the Sacrament of Penance.
A quarrel between friends, when made up, adds
a new tie to friendship.
- St. Francis de Sales

EASTER EGG HUNT
March 26th, Saturday
10:00 am
Social Hall.

